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1 THE CURRICULUM   

‘What the children learn’ 

 

School Aims    

            

Within a safe and caring environment we aim to: - 

 

 Develop independent thinking, learning and an ability to question and reflect upon knowledge and 

experiences 

 

 Provide equal opportunities for all children enabling them to gain a broad and balanced view of the 

world 

 

 Welcome parents and the community into the life of the school, so our children can see that we work 

together 

 

 Encourage respect and an ability to respond to the needs of others 

 

 Encourage children to listen and speak confidently 

 

 Provide an education which adapts to new developments and technologies 

 

 Promote high self-esteem through the acknowledgement of individual qualities and achievement 

 

 Encourage an appreciation of the environment and our cultural heritage locally and nationally 

 

 Provide an engaging, broad and balanced curriculum  
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Curriculum Content 

The curriculum is organised in year groups: 

 

Infant Foundation Stage 4+ Year F 

 Key Stage 1 5+ Year 1 

  6+  Year 2 

Junior  Key Stage 2 
 

7+  Year 3 

  

8+ Year 4 

  

9+  Year 5 

  

10+ Year 6 

 

The Foundation Year follows seven areas of areas of learning: 

• Prime areas - Communication and language; Physical development; Personal, social and emotional 

development.  

• Specific areas – English; Mathematics; Understanding the world; Expressive arts and design.  

These cover the knowledge and skills which are the foundations for future progress. Where they have close 

links with National Curriculum subjects they form an appropriate baseline. 

 

All children from Year 1 follow the 2016 National Curriculum: 

o English; Mathematics; Science; History; Geography; Physical Education; Computing; Design 

Technology; Art and Design; Languages and Music. 

o Religious Education will follow guidelines from Cornwall Council County 2014 Syllabus.  

o The Curriculum Map is available to view in school  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The following pages provide a summary of the main Curriculum areas.  

These are taught in two ways: as separate subjects, and together using a cross curricular approach. 

 

English  

 

English unites the important skills of reading and writing, speaking and listening.  English has a 

unique place in our curriculum, as both a core subject and an integral component of all other areas of the 

curriculum.  At St Neot School our concern is with every aspect of the child’s language development and 

with laying foundations for literacy in life. English is timetabled in each class, every day of the week, 

together with phonics for Foundation to Y3.   

 

We have a comprehensive whole school approach to reading. This enables each child 

to make progress at his or her own pace through the stages of learning to read.  The 

needs of individual readers are met through structured and colour-coded reading 



        

materials.  Children who have difficulties in learning to read are given extra help for as long as is necessary. 

 

Phonics teaching is based on the Letters and Sounds scheme, Jolly Phonics and Read, Write inc.  This 

teaching provides a basis of secure reading skill from which children can progress towards higher order 

skills. 

 

The children have access to many books covering a range of genres in the school and class libraries, 

encouraging pupils to read for pleasure.  Children are able to borrow these and we ask that parents share 

responsibility for them, using their child’s reading record.  We provide book bags to encourage the children 

to borrow books to read at home. 

 

By means of a stimulating school environment we aim to encourage children to become independent and 

creative writers, whether recording factual information or responding creatively to a given stimulus, such as 

visits to places of interest, drama, listening to music, stories or poetry.  Children explore, plan and create 

structured texts that cover a range of genres for a range of audiences. 

 

Children write every day, and throughout the school children are supported to build their skills in writing.  

They are taught the tools of grammar and punctuation together with creative skills which enable them to 

write imaginatively. 

 

The aim in handwriting is to promote the sound development of letter formation leading 

to fluent cursive writing.  From Year 1, weekly spelling lists are learned as part of 

homework and tested in school.  Speaking and listening are an integral part of the 

development of language.  We use drama, role play and peer discussions to encourage 

children to speak clearly and with confidence and also to train them to  concentrate on the 

spoken word. 

 

Parents and carers are vital partners in helping children with reading and writing and we appreciate the 

assistance they give with reading and homework.  

 

                                  

Mathematics  

 

Maths is a vital life skill.  Our aim at school is to help children to acquire this skill and use it 

with confidence and competence.  Children are encouraged to work accurately and to 

recognise the patterns involved in mathematics.  There is an emphasis not only on learning 

number facts but also on developing mental strategies to solve mathematical problems.  

The ability to calculate mentally lies at the heart of mathematics, and this is what we aim to 

do. 

 

Our teaching is based on the National Curriculum, and we also use Abacus Maths as a 

resource for much of our work.  The two key areas are number and problem solving.  

Number work includes addition, subtraction, multiplication and division, place value, 

money, fractions, decimals, and percentages.  All children need to have the basic skills 

in these areas and then need to be able to apply them to real life situations.  Other 

areas covered include data handling, shape, space and measures including length, 

weight and time.  

 

Problem solving is an integral part of our approach to mathematics, giving children 

the chance to apply their knowledge to practical situations and to develop their 

independent working. Mathematics is used across the curriculum and especially in 

ICT, Science, and Geography. 

                                                                

 

 

 



        

Science 

Our Science curriculum covers Living Processes, Habitats, Forces, Materials, Electricity and 

Magnetism, Light and Sound and the Solar System.  These topics are pursued through 

investigations, classroom activities, technology, environmental studies and educational 

visits. 

 

The children are encouraged to think scientifically through practical experiments and observations, to make 

predictions and to test out their ideas.  They are taught how to use appropriate measuring devices such as 

thermometers, force meters and stopwatches. 

 

The school has extensive grounds which are used for a variety of activities such as river studies, weather 

experiments and observation of plant life.  The children are encouraged to develop a concern for their local 

environment as well as developing an understanding of global issues. 

 

Computing 

 

Computing has links with all areas of the curriculum and is used to support, enhance and 

extend the children’s learning. 

 

We have a variety of computers in school, aimed at the differing needs of the learners.  These 

are used by individuals and groups for a variety of uses including; data handling, art and 

design, word processing, research and desktop publishing.  Children with special educational 

needs have the opportunity to use the computers to supplement their learning.  

 

We use a variety of interactive programmes to teach ICT skills and to promote learning in all subjects.  

‘Being Safe’ while using the internet is an important part of the curriculum and we encourage children to 

become responsible digital citizens. 

 

There are interactive whiteboards which offer ICT technologies in all classes and 

children use ipads to assist their learning.  Children are familiar with a number of 

education websites and learn to navigate the internet. 

                             

    

 

Geography 

 

The Geography Curriculum is concerned with the study of places, the human and physical process which 

shapes them and the people who live in them.  We believe that this balanced approach helps the children 

to make sense of their surroundings and the wider world.  
 

The local area is used as a source of interest; direct experience and fieldwork plays an 

important part in this aspect of their studies. The pupils’ work is extended to other 

places which can provide scope for them to learn about other people in different 

environments.  To achieve this the children study other parts of Cornwall, Britain, 

Europe and countries further afield.  This helps to develop multicultural awareness which will prepare 

pupils for a life in a world where they will encounter people of different cultures, religions and ethnic 

origins. 

 

History 

Through the study of History the children gain an understanding and appreciation of the 

past.  They are encouraged to form balanced judgements about historical evidence.  

They view the past through a multi-cultural perspective and their expectations that 

there should be equal opportunities for all. 

 

The scheme of work ensures appropriate coverage of the National Curriculum.  Learning 



        

takes place in a variety of ways and includes practical and written work.  Resources include written 

evidence, maps, artefacts and library books. 

Art and Design 

                                                         

St Neot School encourages pupils to develop their creative and practical skills 

through a well-balanced programme of art, craft and design activities.  We aim to 

teach our pupils a range of techniques so they have the skill to handle a variety of 

media.   

 

Children are given opportunities to work from, be inspired by and study work by 

other artists.  All pupils are encouraged to record their observations and ideas and to evaluate their own 

work and that of others. 

 

Classroom displays feature the artistic work of the children giving an audience for their work and 

developing their creativity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Design and Technology   

                                     

Design and Technology is about solving problems through 

the application of knowledge, skills and resources. 

 

All children are given access to this area of the curriculum 

where they will work with a range of materials in a variety of 

contexts.  They will be encouraged to work co-operatively 

on projects and will be shown safe ways of working. 

 

 

 

 

 

Music 

Music plays an important role in the life of the school.  All children have the 

opportunity to sing, play percussion instruments, and to compose and perform 

their own work.  Children sing a range of songs, some of which are used in 

assemblies and productions.  They listen to many different types of music in order 

to widen their experience of musical styles.  They are encouraged to develop a 

sense of rhythm as well as being introduced to musical notation and composition. 

 

Peripatetic music teachers come in to school weekly and children have the 

opportunity to learn guitar, drums and keyboard instruments from Y1 to Y6: 

currently 30% of Key Stage Two children take advantage of these lessons. Children 



        

perform at open assemblies and concerts.  Musicians visit the school from time to time introducing 

orchestral instruments to the children.   

 

 

Physical Education 

Physical Education provides many opportunities for pupils to make the most of 

themselves and serves to play an important part in personal and social 

development. A range of activities in school provides pupils with 

pleasurable experiences which will hopefully encourage a lifelong 

interest in physical activity and well being. 

 

Our programme for PE includes gymnastics, dance, athletics, swimming and team games.  The 

school is fortunate in having extensive space for football, athletics, cricket and rounders. The 

children visit the Dragon Centre for swimming, for which parents are asked to make a 

contribution to cover the cost of transport. 

 

The School has afPE accreditation, an award which recognises the high level of sport and PE at St Neot 

School. 

 

 

Languages 

French is taught throughout Key Stage Two (Years 3-6).  We aim for the children to speak 

with increasing confidence, to write for different purposes and to develop an 

appreciation of a range of writing. 

 

For example, by the end of Y6 the children will be able to appreciate stories, songs and 

rhymes.  They will be able to write phrases from memory and to speak in sentences using familiar words. 

 

 

Outdoor Education 

 

Outdoor Education is learning for life.  It is widely accepted that effective learning takes 

place from first-hand experience.  Much of this experience may be gained by utilising 

the outdoor environment, not only for acquisition of skills, but for social and personal 

development.  Outdoor education provides a flexible framework to develop essential 

skills, concepts, attitudes and issues, at all levels, for all children, in an atmosphere 

where learning is fun. 

 

Children at Key Stage 1 and in years 2 –3 investigate the school grounds and the local environment.  

Children in years 5-6 have the opportunity to take part in a residential visit which offers experiences that 

extend the normal school curriculum.  Activities include orienteering, beach studies, historical and cultural 

workshops, competitions and team games.  The children’s social skills and independence are developed 

through the experience of being away from home with their friends from school. 

 

 

Wild Tribe 

 

Children in all classes enjoy regular Wild Tribe sessions with a trained leader.  

Wild Tribe supports the holistic development of the pupil: 

 

• Health and fitness-being active in an outdoor, natural environment 

• Increased emotional well-being 

• Social development-communicating and negotiating with peers and 

adults to solve problems and share experiences 

• Skills development-developing fine and gross motor skills and co-ordination for real purposes 



        

• Individualised learning-careful observation allows adults to tailor support to pupils’ own interests 

and stage of development 

• Curriculum links-Wild Tribe supports many areas of the National Curriculum 

                      

          

Religious Education and Collective Worship 

 

Pupils take part in regular assemblies which are led by the Headteacher, a class teacher, the 

local clergy or visitors.  Individual classes take part in achievement assembly each week 

when children are encouraged to share their work with all the children. 

 

Religious Education forms part of the weekly timetable of each class.  The purpose of RE is 

to help pupils understand the significance of religion and its contribution to their spiritual, moral, social and 

cultural development.  All pupils are encouraged to explore religious belief, practices and values.   

 

We have developed a whole school plan to deliver the Religious Education in Cornwall Agreed Syllabus, 

2015-2019 (a new syllabus is expected in March 2020).  Current strands are: ‘Me and Us’ ‘Festivals and 

Times’, ‘Places and Buildings’, ‘The World’, ‘People’, and ‘Books and Stories’. 

 

Parents wishing to withdraw their children from assemblies or RE because of personal religious beliefs 

should contact the Headteacher.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                  The Right Revd Tim Thornton, Bishop of Cornwall visited the school 

 

 

 

 

Special Needs and Disability 

 

In meeting the responsibilities towards children with special needs we seek to plan a curriculum which 

embraces the needs of pupils of all abilities.  The school strives towards identifying and ensuring a positive 

response to those with Special Educational Needs and to establishing a close working partnership with their 

parents.  The work is co-ordinated by the SENCO (Special Needs Co-ordinator). 

 

Parents and guardians are contacted at each step of the process and are kept informed of progress made. 

 

Additional help is given to pupils with a wide range of special needs including, for example, hearing or sight 

loss, mobility problems, disability, reading difficulties and the needs of the very able pupil.  This help may 

include the provision of suitable resources, additional teaching and classroom assistance, or simply 

additional monitoring of the child’s progress.  The school is supported by advice and assistance from 

specialist teams including Educational Psychologists and learning support teachers. 

 

 

 



        

Under the SEND code of practice, children are placed on the Record of Need in the following stages:- 

 

School Support - Some differentiation within the class after problems are identified by class 

teacher – parents informed 

- Individual education plans written by SENCO / Class  teachers – additional 

help or monitoring given 

- Involvement of outside specialists e.g. Speech and Language Therapist, 

Dyslexia Advisor 

EHC Plan - Involvement of outside specialists e.g. Learning Support Teachers, 

Educational Psychologist 

- Formal Education Health Care Plan is issued by the SEN department, County 

Hall 

- Statutory assessments – information collected from all who are involved 

with the child 

 

Should parents have any concerns about their child’s learning they are encouraged to speak to the class 

teacher or Headteacher. 

 

Where concerns need further advice, the school works closely with outside agencies 

through Cornwall Council. 

 

Full facilities are available for children with disability, including ramps for wheel chair 

access to all parts of the school site.  Disabled children are treated equally. 

 

 

Personal, Social and Health Education 

 

Through activities, pictures and discussions children are helped to 

understand themselves and their relationship to others, their place in the 

family and school, and to develop self-esteem. 

 

There is progressive teaching, covering areas such as citizenship, diet, 

fitness, smoking, drugs, personal well-being, sex, family life and healthy 

lifestyles.  Subjects such as road, water and fire safety are also taught. 

 

 

Relationships and Sex Education 

 

The subject of sexual development is handled sensitively as children progress through the school, 

particularly in Years 5 and 6.  We offer our parents the opportunity to view material we may use prior to 

children seeing them and to discuss related issues with members of staff.  The school’s RSE Policy is 

available for parents to view.  Please enquire at the school office. 

 

Home Learning 

 

Home learning is a valuable extension of school learning.  The amount of home learning depends on age 

and increases gradually throughout the school.  All children are expected to read at home.  This may be 

shared reading with parents or independent reading depending on their age and ability 

 

The parent’s role is crucial-you can help by sharing the activities and encouraging your child to talk about 

how they are working things out.  Allow the child to be the ‘teacher’, explaining what they are doing.  In 

this way children will better understand the maths they are doing.   

 

Home learning activities are intended to last about 20 minutes, parental help is encouraged when 

necessary.  If your child is struggling with an activity, or has had enough, leave it and raise the issue with 

their teacher, or return to it another day.  Children’s attitudes to home learning are crucial and it is 



        

important that children can ‘have a go’ at any activity, even if they can’t finish without help. Maths and 

English activities are set every week from Year 1 and are intended to reinforce classroom learning. 

 

In years 5 and 6 a home learning target booklet is given to each child.  This sets out clearly the home 

learning and reading for the week.  There is space for parental comments and a signature at the end of 

each week. 

 

Standards of Behaviour 

 

Children progress in their learning when they are well behaved and happy at school.  All children are 

encouraged to show consideration and respect at all times, good behaviour being the normal expectation.  

The School Behaviour Policy details how good behaviour is encouraged as well as procedures when 

problems occur. 

 

The policy clearly sets out rewards for good behaviour and high achievement, together with appropriate 

sanctions for children who choose to misbehave.  

 

Golden rules for each class are agreed with the children at the start of each academic year.  Here is an 

example:-     

• Listen carefully and follow instructions  

• Keep hands and feet to yourself 

• Call each other by first names 

• Walk quietly around school  

• Raise my hand in class when I  want to speak  

• Ask for help and report any problems 

• Be friendly and helpful 

 

Rewards for good behaviour include stickers, team rewards and taking part in achievement 

assembly.  Sanctions for inappropriate behaviour include missing playtimes and losing 

privileges.  Parents are always contacted when a persistent problem occurs so that school 

and home can work together. 

 

Inclusion Policy 

 

We are an inclusive school and believe in equal opportunities for all children and adults, and the school 

does not tolerate discrimination. 

 

Through the curriculum, we seek to recognise the multi-cultural nature of Britain in the 21
st

 Century. The 

school regards multi-cultural society as a distinctive feature of modern Britain, and we seek to celebrate its 

rich cultural diversity. 

 

Extra Curricular Activities and Educational Visits 

 

A programme of activities is organised by members of staff taking place after school hours.  They enable 

children to pursue special interests and widen the scope of activities they can follow.   

 

Activities have included:- 

Choir, Tag Rugby, Athletics, Computing, Cookery, Ball Skills, Football, Hockey, Revision, 

Backgammon, Gymnastics, Archery, Chess, Maths, Netball and Cyclewise. 

 

There is a daily breakfast club available to all children which runs from 8.00-8.50am.  

There is also an after school club available for children both in school and in Nursery, 

which runs daily from 3.10-5.30pm.  There is a cost attached to these clubs. 
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